pared each passport with a thumb-indexed volume containing
thousands of names and descriptions of people who were to be
stopped; prepared by the dreaded German secret police, these
volumes appeared in the hands of Nazi inquisitors at the frontiei
a few hours after the ultimatum.

At last it was over. One by one, the passengers returned,
silently took their places. As far as I could judge drily one failed
to reappear. The last danger had been overcome. The train
now only needed to start and in a few minutes they would be in
Switzerland. The train waited and waited, half an hour, an
hour, an hour and a half. .. .

At last it moved off. A sigh of relief seemed to go through the
corridors. It crossed the frontier, stopped at Buchs. Polite
Swiss officials came in, glanced casually at passports, saluted,
went out. The four Jews in my compartment suddenly began
to laugh and talk politics. The young Jew with the ear-rending
German, he who had lamented, spoke importantly of his friends
in high places in Vienna. eWhat I always say is5, he held forth,
'that Hitler and Mussolini will fall out one day and then we shall
see some fun.' cEi, ei', chuckled the old Jew in the corner, he
who had sweated and groaned, 'ja, ja, that's how it will be/
His wife turned the modest gold ring on her finger. Like the
beam of a revolving searchlight a diamond worth many hun-
dreds of pounds came into view.

The next day in Zurich a warm sun shone on a placid blue
lake, with snowcaps glittering in the distance. Smiling and
well-dressed people strolled about spacious streets. A wonder-
ful tranquillity, a warm feeling of human companionship was
in the air. I could have embraced the smiling waitress with
the neat hair and regular teeth who brought me my coffee.

At the corner of the Bahnhofstrasse a good-looking lad with
one arm leaned against a building. He had a basket of flowers,
bunches of them each done up in tissue paper. My good friend
went over to him. 'What have you got?* she asked. 'Tulips', he
said. cShow me*, she said. He unpinned his bundles, showed
pink tulips, yellow tulips, red tulips. ,,.
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